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INDEX, MINUTES OF TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL
Regular Meeting, February 10, 1959
SUBJECT MATTER: PAGE NO.
HEARINGS:
outh Torrance Area Water Problems 1-4
Pre-Council Minutes, 1-5
Jan, 27, 1959, Minutes, 5-15
Relief from Building Moratorium:
C. M. Bergon, 1966 Lomita Blvd., (granted) 4
J. O, Mc Vay, 2270 W. 230th (granted) 4
INTRODUCTIONS:
Dr, Fassa of Teheran, Iran 5

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS:
I, Junkins-Voight & Assoc., re ads on disposal bins (denied) 5
2, Dr, Warren Low of American Red Cross, asking for
use of the 'meter room' at the auditorium (denied) 5
3. Wives of City employees, re payday (to Finance Officer) 5,6
4, Ted Koletos, requesting amendment of Ord., 716
(denied, and referred to Depts,) 7

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CITY MANAGER:
I, Report on Lomita Blvd, (filed) 7,8
2. Report on Weed Abatement Program & recommendations (apprvd.j 8
3. Personnel:

Request to attend City Mgrs. Conference (approved) 8
Recommendation to employ personnel for Park Dept.(approved) 8,9
Appropriations: '

Arrow Engr., for services in Jan., 1959, $2596.66 (approved) 8
For Special Census $16,550 (approved) 8
Cost of bringing water to Airport Triangle (from Airport) 9

4, State Compensation Ins, from 2/1/59 to 1960, $48,000 (apprvd) 9

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE LICENSE DEPARTMENT:
1. Volunteers of America, request for free license for

Los Angeles branch (denied) 9
2. Rescue Army, L, A., for free license (approved) 10
3. United Cerebral Palsy Assoc.,, request for free license
(approved) 10
4, Muscular Dystrophy Assoc.,, request for free license
(approved) 10
5, Bench Ad Co., to place benches at bus stops (approved) 10
6. National Kidney Disease Foundation request for free

license (to License Inspector) 10,11

COMMUNICATIONS FROM POLICE DEPT.: :
1. Recommendations re stop signs, street name signs, 2-hour

parking zones, yellow cross walk (approved) 11
2. Recommendation re signal at Torrance Blvd, & Fern
(approved) 11,12

3. Councilman Benstead re stop signs & speed limits,
Maricopa & Faysmith (to Police) 11,12

COMMUNICATIONS FROM WATER DEPT.:
L. Recommendation to purchase Hersey meters, $1,906 (apprvd.) 12

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CIVIL SERVICE BOARD:
1, Re Jerry Holloman controversey (denled) 12-15
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SUBJECT MATTER: PAGE NO.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM ENGINEERING DEPT,:
1. Recommendation for award of bid at Newton, Denny, &
Cst. Hiway to Star Construction Co. (approved) 15
2. Sidewalks on 182nd., Yukon, Prairie, for schools 15,16
3. Easement Deeds from Agnes Lewis, Don Hansen (accepted) 16

COMMUNICATIONS FROM PLANNING DEPT, :
1. VARIANCE, CASE NO. 557, OLlfield Trucking Co. (approved) 16

2., Street names, industrial area 17
REPQORTS:
1 Office of the City Clerk re Reports on file there 17
RESQLUTIONS:
1. No. 3629 re Agreement w/County on Health Services (adopted) 17
2. No, 3630 re Eagle Aviation sub-lease (adopted) 17
3, No. 3631 re Konya Day (adopted) 17
ORDINANCES:
. No, 1060 re compensation, City treasurer (adopted) 18
2. No, 1061 re traffic control (adopted) 18
3, No, 1062 re Case No, 499, Planning (adopted 18
4, No, 1063 re Case No, 544, Planning {adopted 18,19
5. No, 1064 re Case No, 549, Planning (adopted 19
6. No. 1065 re rubbish collection & fees (approved) 19
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS:
I, City Mgr. re joint meeting w/Redondo Beach Council 20
2. City Mgr. re policy for Code holidays (policy adopted) 20
3. City Atty., re Red Cross banners (to City Attorney 20
4, Councilman Bradford re Torrance Blvd. 20
5. Councilman Drale re sidewalk on No, side of 182nd between
Ermanita and Yukon - to Staff 20
6. Councilman Jahn re letter from Airport Mgr., to City Mgr. 20
7. Mayor Isen re Federal legislative action on Airport funds 20
8., Mayor Isen re Resolution to Democratic Committee 21
Councilman Drale re Resolution to Republican Committee 21
9, Jeanne Gerald for North Torrance Civic Improvement Assoc.,
re sidewalks in North Torrance (to City Attorney) 21
10, Councilman Jahn re payment of bills (approved) 21

Adjournment - 11:35 P. M.
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Torrance, California
February 10, 1959

MINUTES OF A PRE-COUNCIL MEETING
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL

The City Council of the City of Torrance met in an open Pre-Council
meeting at 7:00 P. M. Tuesday, February 10, 1959, in the Council Chamber,
City Hall, Torrance, California, for the purpose of contlnuing the Hearing
on South Torrance area water pressure,

Those present for the Pre-Council Meeting were: COUNCILMEN: Beasley,
Benstead, Drale, Jahn, Isen. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Blount, Bradford,

Mayor Isen asked the City Attorney whether this was not an informal
Hearing, and the City Attorney replied it is a regular Hearing.

Mayor Isen said there were petitions from a number of people seekinr
relief and permission to build in the area, and asked whether formal
action on those requests should not be taken after 8:00 P, M., when the
Regular Meeting of the Council begins. ' '

The City Attorney said that was right,

Mayor Isen announced to the audience that those wishing to be heard
should be aware of this, that formal action would be taken after the
Regular Meeting had begun.

As two Councilmen were not present, Mayor Isen asked the City
Manager if he had anything to present, saying that the Council would
wait until Councilman Bradford arrived, but that he had been advised
Councilman Blount could not attend the meeting.

The City Manager replied that he did have material to present to
the Council, and discussed the following items with them:

1) The Council had asked the City Manager for his comments regard-
ing the sale of the old City Hall and Auditorium, The City Manager said
he was subject to correction on this, and that the discussion had been
held informally after the last Council meeting with no notes being taken
and no direction that such a record be prepared until the discussion was
over., A paper which the City Manager distributed to the Councilmen
contained the notes as Assistant City Manager Bone recalled them.

The City Council had asked that the City Manager get prices for an
appraisal of the old City Hall and the Auditorium. He had checked with
the banks on this, and had found that as a rule they use their own
appraisers, but the California Bank had said they use two firms now and
then, one the American Apprailsal Co., and the other Marshall & Stevens.

The City Manager said he had checked with both of those firms, and
American Appralsal had said they would charge us about $1600 for the
appraisal, and Marshall & Stevens, who have done this for us before,
said they would charge us about $250 or $300 to bring their 1956 appraisal
of those buildings up to date.

The City Manager sald Marshall & Stevens had done insurance apprals-
als at the old City Hall and Auditorium as well as the last appralsal we
had there.

After a brief discussion, the Mayor told the City Manager it was the
consensus of the Council that Marshall & Stevens should make the appralsal
for the City.

2) The City Manager said at the last Council meeting, the Council
had considered 3 requests from the School Board for sidewalks, and it ha
been thought those would be the last such requests, however, another 1is
needéwon the north side of 182nd St. between Ermanita and Yukon. This
will cost between $500 and $600,

Councilman Jahn said he would like to see this location on a map,
and asked where the map is the Council had asked for.

The City Manager said it 1s being prepared, and that small maps
are available,

Mayor Isen returned to the matter of the sidewalk, and asked the
City Manager if it might not serve a useful purpose to hold a joint
meeting of the Board of Education and the Council, to see if they will
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participate in solving any of these problems, ]

The City Manager thought this might be useful, saying some members
of the Staff have been working with the School administrative staff
and they have been working towards combination playgrounds and parks.

Mayor Isen thought a meeting might be in order.

Councilman Beasley expressed his sympathy with this need, however,
he thought that perhaps we should investigate the information submitted
by the City Attorney that an Involuntary Assessment District might be
formed under the 1911 Act and the adjacent property owners pay for these
walks.

Councilman Drale said this is Edison property. )

The Mayor and Councilman Jahn asked if they would not pay for this
sidewalk,

The City Attorney said hé had talked to a representative of thelr
company, and they will be glad to give us the land without cost to the
City, but they will not agree to put in the improvements.

Councilman Bradford joined the meeting at 7:17 P. M.

The various possibilities on this sidewalk were discussed at length,
with ideas being proposed by the Councilmen, such as a berm at the side
of the street which could be marked with yellow paint as a school walk,

The City Attorney thought this property might already have been
dedicated to the City, but the City Manager did not know whether it
had been or not.

Councilman Drale said this is where the freeway will cross 182nd
Street and it would be wasteful to put anything permanent there for
that reason.. He thought asphalt sidewalks such as we installed from
the Bishop Montgomery High School to the Redondo Beach City Limits would
serve,

Mayor Isen thought the Hearing should be continued now, as Council-
man Bradford was present.

Mayor Isen called the Council to order to continue the Hearing on:

SQUTH TORRANCE.AREA WATER PRESSURE: Public Hearing to determine
whether the South Torrance area served by the Narbonne Water Co,
Nos. 2 and 3, because of the low water pressure, should be declared
a hazard area (continuted from January 27 Meeting of the Council).

The City Attorney said he had only one additional witness in this,
Fire Chief Benner. At the last meeting the Council had requested him
to investigate the situation there caused by the low water pressure as
it affects control of fires at the oil wells in that area., He said he
gad asked Chief Benner to prepare information on this, which he has

one,

The City Attorney asked Fire Chief Benner if he was prepared to
report on his investigation of the area with the matter of fighting oil
well fires in mind,

Chief Benner said he had made such investigation, and was prepared
to report,.

The City Attorney asked 1f the water pressure in the area causes
any problems in fighting 0il well fires, and Chief Benner said it does.

The Fire Chief said under the present water supply, the necessary
lines could not be supplied with water. Under an adequate system, this
could be done.

The City Attorney asked if it 1s possible to operate fire hoses
from a hydrant under the conditions existing in that area at present,

Chief Benner sald in most areas he could not; in rolling in, they
tie to a hydrant and until the engine gets back they have almost nothing
there. Under an adequate system, they have enough pressure to operate
the lines until the engine gets back to boost the pressure.

The City Attorney asked if the problems outlined here would be
factors where an oil derrick or tank was involved.
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The Fire Chief said it would., He added that in the past in fighting
derrick fires he has found we could do nothing if the fire gets above the
second platform on the derricks, so far as most of that area 1s concerned.

The City Attorney asked the Fire Chief if in his opinion anything
was needed in that area to make the water lines adequate for fire fighting.

Fire Chief Benner repliec that more adequate facilities were needed
there and more adequate pressure in the system.

The City Attorney asked the Fire Chief to sum up his statements as
to what, in his opinion, has been the effect of the water pressure
and volume in that area on the effectiveness of fire fighting.

The Fire Chief replied that with what is there his Department cannot
do a good job, They can go cnly so far with the water there, and
could not hope to do as good a job as usual under the circumstances there,

The City Attorney asked if this meant that in his opinion, the water
supply and pressure there present a hazard as to fire fighting, and
the Fire Chief replied that they do.

The City Attorney asked if the Council had any questions they
wished to ask of the Fire Chief,

There were none,

The City Attorney said he had felt that the Fire Chief alone could
give the Council adequate information on this in his official capacity.

Mayor Isen asked if anyone present wished to be heard.

Mr, Walter Anderson of the law firm of Denison, Dietrich & Anderson,
3460 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 5, came forward. He said he wished
to be heard as attorney for the Narbonne Ranch Water Co. No. 3. He
told the Council that the Water Co. #3 1s composed of about 381 stock-
holders who. have property in the district and therefore have automatically
become stockholders. There are 5 directors, who serve at a very low
rate of pay, and that this is really a labor donated. He sald he was not
able to understand these Hearings really well, as he had not been filled
in with the Notices, and sald he was not aware that sufficient notices
had been sent to the residents of the area, and he asked under which
section of the Code the Council is proceeding.

The City Attorney sald this is not under the Code,

Mr. Anderson said that the Council was proceeding, then, without
jurisdiction, and he believed this to be wholly out of order.

Councilman Beasley told Mr. Anderson that the City Council had
certain responsibilities to malntain the public health and welfare
and safety of the citizens.

Mr. Anderson replied that the powers of the Councll were derived
from the Charter granted by the Legislature.

Mayor Isen said thes Council would dispense with the Hearing if
that was what was wanted, as +the Hearing was being held as a courtesy.

Mr., Anderson sald he did not think this was a courtesy to his client.
He asked if the Council would hear him any further.

Mayor Isen said the Council would hear him,

Mr, Anderson said the Council had excsded their jurisdiction by
refusing to issue permits for building in that area.

Councilman Jahn told him that building was restricted there entirely
on a temporary basis and entirely apart from thls matter.

Mr. Anderson felt the Council had no right to prohibit building
on property people own, and mentioned that zoning must be changed if
building is prohibited,

Councilman Jahn asked the City Attorney under which section of the
Code the Council had acted in resstricting building in that area, and
the City Attorney said they had acted under the inherent power of the
Council,

The City Attorney went on to say that to make that law, Hearings
would be necessary, He believed the Council wished to hear the facts
before taking any action,

The City Attorney thought argument about this power of the Council
would be properly addressed to the Court.

Mr. Anderson sald the only powers the Council has are pursuant to
the Charter, and any action not taken theretnder was not proper.
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Mayor Isen said the purpose of this Hearing was to see how drastic
the situation is there. If they find it dangerous enough, it might be
necessary for us to expand the Torrance Water District lines and
offer the people better water service. )

Mr., Anderson said he had not had time to research this, but the
Water Company has served the people there for many years. So far as
paralleling their lines are concerned, he said the City may be able to
do this, but they would take sharp issue with the City taking or confiscat-
ing the water system. They have been serving the area almost without
profit, he said, and he felt the Council should consider the matter of
payment even if this'is carried out by condemnation. )

Councilman Bradford thought no one operates a business without
profit unless it is by accident. The Company has served the area '
for many years, The problem here is the low water pressurs, Hg explalngd
that the Plumbing Code requirements as adopted by the City require certain
water pressure, and there are large portions of that area where the
required pressure is not available. People who build there and whose
installations do not have enough water pressure cannot get permits to
occupy their homes because they do not have the required pressure there.
He told Mr. Anderson that if the water company could boost the pressure
to meet the requirements that would be another thing,

Mr. Anderson said the conditions there have exlsted for many years.
He referred to the Fire Chief's statements of earlier this evening, and
said he knew of instances in the area where derrick fires had been fought
successfully, He said he knew of no specific instances where the water
pressure had been checked.

Councilman Bradford told him they have a lot of old steel pipe lines,
which usually build up; what was installed 25 years ago may not be good
today.

Councilman Jahn explained that there is so much building going on
there that the area is changing rapidly. Every house built there would
decrease the water available. The water system is so inadequate that we
are faced with the problem of furnishing fire fighting or sanitary
facilities to the people without the water needed.

Mr. Anderson asked if fire fighting is not the main factor of this
hearing, and Councilman Jahn explained to him that it is not. Councilman
Jahn outlined the State's Plumbing Code requirement for 15# of water
pressure for safe operation of sanitary facilities, He explained that
under the Code, we are forced to deny final inspection to the homes
which do not have enough water pressure. That works a real hardship
on the people who build.

Mr. Anderson asked how long we had been issuing permits out there
and where the water pressure is below the requirements,

Councilman Jahn said these Hearings were brought about by the fact
here that we had been forced to deny permits. _

In reply to a request from Mayor Isen that he summarize his position,
Mr, Anderson referred to an article on fire fighting in a manual published
by the American Municipal Association, saying on Page 301, under the
title of 'Technique of Fire Fighting', the report states that when only
5# of water pressure is avallable good results may be obtained if the
pumper knows his business. He added that a pumper is always used anyway,
He said the Company i1s equally interested in a solution to the problems,
He said they would like to put in new lines and storage tanks to bring
the pressure up. The expense to the stockholders would be very great.
They have gone to the County, and the County has indicated they may
allow them to come into their District. The County will not have an
estimate on the cost until about the 13th of this month. He asked for
more time to send that material to the Council before the Council makes
any decision on it.

Mr, Anderson had a report from Mr, Alderman of the firm of Alderman
& Swift, and they estimate the cost of replacing the pipeline necessary
in that district, Narbonne Ranch Water Co. #3, and putting in the
100,000 gallon tanks, would be about $157,500,00., He asked that the
Council refrain from any further prohibitive action until the Company has
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heard from the County. He suggested this even though he said he had
been advised that they had estimated the cost of refurbishing the system
to be much higher, perhaps as high as $250,000,

Mayor Isen asked if anyone else wished to be heard, and Mr.
Anderson produced Mr. Gannon, an employee of the Company, who said the
steel lines are not closed up in that system,

Mayor Isen said under the current conditions, the City cannot
issue occuparcy permits under the State and City Plumbing Codes,

Councilman Drale asked Mr. Anderson why they had not asked the City
for consideration as they had asked the County; he said the City is
trying to protect the people in the area. He asked why they had not
requested from us tentative prices on what we can do for them and for
how much,

Mr., Anderson said they would be delighted to have the City
submit a proposal to them.

The Council recessed at 7:50 2, ., the end of the Pre-Council
Meeting.
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